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Welcome to the U.S. Consulate 
General Hong Kong and Macau’s 
exhibit celebrating the 100th 
anniversary of women’s suffrage 
in the United States. By spot-
lighting several figures who 
played key roles in the struggle 
for women’s suffrage, this exhibit 
celebrates the countless women 
who fought for greater equality.

Beginning in the mid-19th 
century, successive generations 
of women’s suffrage supporters 
lectured, wrote, marched, and 
lobbied to achieve what many 
Americans considered a radical 
change in the Constitution—
guaranteeing women the right  
to vote.



Women in America first 
collectively organized in 1848 
at the First Women’s Rights 
Convention in Seneca Falls, New 
York. Organized by Elizabeth 
Cady Stanton and Lucretia Mott, 
the convention sparked the 
women’s suffrage movement. 
The fight for women’s suffrage 
was complex and interwoven 
with issues of civil and political 
rights for all Americans. 

Signed into law on August 26, 
1920, the passage of the 19th 
Amendment extended the right 
to vote to women across the 
United States of America. The 
achievement of this historical 
milestone was the result of 
decades of work by tens of 
thousands of women and men 
across the country who never 
stopped believing in the justice 
of their cause.

—Hanscom Smith, U.S. Consul General
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Susan B. Anthony
1820-1906

Susan B. Anthony is perhaps the 
most widely known suffragist of 
her generation and is an icon of 
the woman’s suffrage movement. 
Anthony traveled the United 
States to give speeches, circulate 
petitions, and organize local 
women’s rights organizations.

Meeting Elizabeth Cady Stanton 
was probably the beginning of 



her interest in women’s rights, 
but it is Lucy Stone’s speech at 
the 1852 Syracuse Convention 
that is credited for convincing 
Anthony to join the women’s 
rights movement. Stanton and 
Anthony founded the American 
Equal Rights Association and 
in 1868 became editors of its 
newspaper, The Revolution. The 
masthead of the newspaper 
proudly displayed their motto, 
“Men, their rights, and nothing 
more; women, their rights, and 
nothing less.”

By 1869 Stanton, Anthony and 
others formed the National 
Woman Suffrage Association and 
focused their efforts on a federal 
woman’s suffrage amendment. In 
an effort to challenge women’s 
lack of suffrage, Anthony and her 
three sisters voted in the 1872 
presidential election. She was 
arrested and put on trial in New 
York. The judge instructed the 



jury to find her guilty without 
any deliberations, and imposed 
a $100 fine. Although Anthony 
refused to pay the $100 fine 
and court costs, the judge did 
not sentence her to prison time, 
which ended her chance of an 
appeal. An appeal would have 
allowed the suffrage movement 
to take the question of women’s 
voting rights to the Supreme 
Court, but it was not to be.

As a final tribute to Susan 
B. Anthony, the Nineteenth 
Amendment was named the 
Susan B. Anthony Amendment. 
It was ratified in 1920, fourteen 
years after her death.



Program from the First International 
Woman Suffrage Conference and 
the 34th Annual Convention of the 
National American Woman Suffrage 
Association, Washington, D.C. in 1902.



Elizabeth Cady Stanton
1815-1902

Elizabeth Cady Stanton  
co-authored the 1848 Declaration 
of Sentiments issued by the 
Seneca Falls convention that 
introduced the demand for votes 
for women into the national 
debate. By 1852, she and Susan 
B. Anthony had refined their 
technique: Stanton wrote the 
speeches and Anthony delivered 
them. 



In the early 1860s, when national 
attention focused on the Civil 
War, Stanton and Anthony 
militated for another great 
cause: the abolition of slavery. 
In 1863, Elizabeth Cady Stanton 
and Susan B. Anthony created 
the Women’s Loyal National 
League, gathering 400,000 
signatures on a petition to bring 
about immediate passage of the 
Thirteenth Amendment to the 
U.S. Constitution to end slavery 
in the United States. 

Between 1869 and 1890, 
Stanton and Anthony’s National 
American Woman Suffrage 
Association worked at the 
national level to pursue the right 
of all citizens to be protected 
by the U.S. Constitution. Making 
little headway, the National 
American Woman Suffrage 
Association turned its attention 
to the states. In 1890, the 
territory of Wyoming entered the 



United States as a suffrage state. 
Colorado, Utah and Idaho gained 
women’s suffrage between 1894 
and 1896. Like Anthony, Stanton 
died several years before her 
dream of national women’s 
suffrage became a reality.

Elizabeth Cady Stanton, seated, 
and Susan B. Anthony, standing.



Obituary clipping relating to 
Elizabeth Cady Stanton’s death on 
October 26, 1902.



Mary Church Terrell
1863–1954

Mary Church Terrell was a well-
known African American activist 
who championed racial equality 
and women’s suffrage. Born 
in Memphis, TN to formerly 
enslaved parents who became 
successful business owners, Mary 
graduated from Oberlin College 
with Bachelor’s and Master’s 
degrees. 



Terrell moved to Washington, 
D.C. in 1887 and taught at the 
M Street School. She dedicated 
herself to educating and helping 
other African Americans. In 
addition to serving as president 
of the National Association of 
Colored Women, she actively 
embraced women’s suffrage, 
which she saw as essential to 
elevating the status of black 
women, and consequently, the 
entire race. 

Terrell also successfully ended 
discriminatory practices by 
Washington D.C. restaurants. 
On February 28, 1950, she and 
several colleagues entered 
the segregated Thompson 
Cafeteria restaurant. When 
they were refused service, they 
promptly filed a lawsuit. Terrell 
targeted other restaurants, 
this time using tactics such as 
boycotts, picketing, and sit-
ins. In 1953, the Supreme Court 



ruled that segregated eating 
places in Washington, D.C. were 
unconstitutional.

Mary Church Terrell Papers: 
Speeches and Writings, 1866-1953; 
Early writings, circa 1876.



Despite ratification of the Nineteenth 
Amendment, obstacles to voting 
remained, especially for African 
American women. In this October 
1920 letter, educator and civil rights 
activist Mary Church Terrell, one 
of the founders of the National 
Association of Colored Women 
in 1896, declared herself “the first 
victim: of post-ratification voter 
suppression ‘north of the Mason 
& Dixon Line.’” She described to 
NAACP president Moorfield Storey 
how a train ticket agent sought to 
arrest her after she inquired about 
an African American Republican 
Party organizer in Delaware.



Daisy Lampkin
1883-1965

Daisy Elizabeth Adams Lampkin 
was a key figure in the American 
civil rights movement. She was a 
charter member of the National 
Council of Negro Women and 
was the first female elected 
to the Board of Directors of 
the National Association for 
the Advancement of Colored 
People (NAACP). In 1915, she 
was elected president of the 



Lucy Stone Women’s Suffrage 
League, a Pittsburgh-based 
organization dedicated to 
advocating suffrage for black 
women. After representing 
the League at a conference 
of the National Association of 
Colored Women (NACW) in 1916, 
Lampkin then served as national 
organizer and chairman of the 
executive board for the NACW. 
Lampkin’s influence in national 
politics would eventually take 
her and other black leaders to 
the White House in 1924 to meet 
with President Calvin Coolidge 
regarding racial equality. She was 
the only woman in attendance at 
the meeting.

In 1941, national NAACP Field 
Director William Pickens 
mobilized the African American 
community to raise money for 
the government by enlisting 
Marian Anderson, Cab Calloway, 
Duke Ellington, Joe Louis, 



and other African American 
celebrities to canvas the black 
community for monetary 
support. Putting her formidable 
fundraising skills to work, Daisy 
Lampkin raised over $2 million 
worth of Liberty Bonds.

Event at the YMCA where Daisy 
Lampkin spoke.



Portrait of Daisy Lampkin from the 
Detre Library & Archives, Senator 
John Heinz History Center.



Carrie Chapman Catt
1859-1947

Carrie Chapman Catt began 
her career as a national 
women’s rights activist when 
she addressed the National 
American Woman Suffrage 
Association (NAWSA) in 1890 
at their national convention in 
Washington D.C.. She quickly 
became a dedicated writer, 
lecturer, and recruiter for the 
suffrage movement. In 1892 



Susan B. Anthony asked Catt 
to give an address to Congress 
on the proposed suffrage 
amendment. Anthony supported 
Catt as her successor as NAWSA 
president in 1900. A few years 
later Catt focused her energies 
on the International Suffrage 
Alliance and promoted equal 
suffrage rights while traveling 
world-wide. When she returned 
to the States about ten years 
later, she personally saw to it 
that President Wilson supported 
a suffrage amendment, and the 
Nineteenth Amendment to the 
U.S. Constitution was ratified 
on August 26, 1920. Catt then 
founded the League of Women 
Voters and served as its honorary 
president until she died in 1947.



Carrie Chapman Catt was reelected 
President, International Woman 
Suffrage Alliance, June 1911.



Carrie Chapman Catt Papers: 
Speech and Article File, 1892-
1946; Speeches; “Be Joyful 
Today,” Feb 13, 1920.



Lucy Stone
1818-1893

Lucy Stone was an early 
antislavery and women’s rights 
advocate. Lucy Stone’s 1852 
speech at the National Woman’s 
Rights Convention in Syracuse, 
New York, is credited for 
converting Susan B. Anthony to 
the cause of women’s rights. 

In 1855 Stone married Henry 
Blackwell. At the ceremony the 



minister read a statement from 
the bride and groom, announcing 
that Stone would keep her own 
name. The statement said that 
current marriage laws “refuse 
to recognize the wife as an 
independent, rational being, 
while they confer on the husband 
an injurious and unnatural 
superiority, investing him with 
legal powers which no honorable 
man would exercise, and which 
no man should possess.” Women 
who followed her example called 
themselves “Lucy Stoners.”

After the Civil War, Lucy Stone 
joined Frederick Douglass and 
others who supported the 
Fifteenth Amendment as a 
partial gain, as they continued 
to work for women’s rights. 
The passage of the Fifteenth 
Amendment outraged most 
women’s rights leaders’ 
because the right to vote was 
not guaranteed to women. 



This debate divided the 
women’s rights movement. 
By 1869 Elizabeth Cady 
Stanton, Susan B. Anthony and 
others formed the National 
Woman Suffrage Association and 
focused their efforts on a federal 
woman’s suffrage amendment.

Lucy Stone with her daughter, 
Alice Stone Blackwell.



A publication to promote a 
drama production by the Federal 
Theatre: “Lucy Stone: A Drama of 
the Champion of Woman’s Rights 
by Maud Wood Park.”



Sojourner Truth
1797–1883

Sojourner Truth was born Isabella 
Baumfree in Ulster County, 
New York. Together with her 
parents, she spent her childhood 
enslaved. She remained enslaved 
until 1826, when she escaped to 
freedom.

In May 1851, she attended 
the Ohio Women’s Rights 
Convention in Akron, where 



she delivered her speech “Ain’t 
I a Woman?”, one of the most 
famous speeches on African 
American and women’s rights 
in American history. For most 
of her remaining life, Truth 
continued to travel the United 
States to speak on matters 
relating to the rights of African 
Americans and women, including 
the right to vote.

In 1864, she worked for the 
National Freedmen’s Relief 
Association in Washington, 
D.C., where she met President 
Abraham Lincoln. While in 
Washington, she traveled on 
public streetcars in support of 
their desegregation. In her life, 
she tirelessly advocated for the 
rights of African Americans, 
women, and for numerous 
reform causes, including prison 
reform and the movement 
against capital punishment. She 
is memorialized in countless 



art works, murals, and statues. 
She provided the namesake for 
the 1997 NASA Mars Pathfinder 
robot “Sojourner,” and for the 
asteroid 249521 “Truth.” In 2009, 
Truth became the first Black 
woman memorialized with a bust 
in the U.S. Capitol.

“If de fust woman God ever 
made was strong enough to turn 
de world upside down all alone, 
dese women all togedder ought 
to be able to turn it back and get 
it right side up agin.”



“I sell the shadow to support the 
substance.”



Lucretia Mott
1793–1880

Lucretia Coffin Mott was 
one of eight children born 
to Quaker parents on the island 
of Nantucket, Massachusetts. 

In 1833 Mott, along with nearly 
30 other female abolitionists, 
organized the Philadelphia 
Female Anti-Slavery Society. She 
later served as a delegate from 
that organization to the 1840 



World Anti-Slavery Convention 
in London. It was there that 
she first met Elizabeth Cady 
Stanton. Mott and Stanton 
were indignant at the fact that 
women were excluded from 
participating in the convention 
simply because of their gender, 
and that indignation would result 
in a discussion about holding a 
woman’s rights convention. 

As Lucretia Mott and Elizabeth 
Cady Stanton wended their 
way arm in arm that night, 
they agreed to hold a woman’s 
rights convention on their 
return to America. Eight years 
later, on July 19 and 20, 1848, 
Mott, Stanton, and other 
suffragists acted on this idea 
when they organized the First 
Woman’s Rights Convention. 
Throughout her life Mott 
remained active in both the 
abolition and women’s rights 
movements. 



The proceedings of the Woman’s 
Rights Convention, held at West 
Chester, Pa., June 2d and 3d, 
1852. This meeting was presided 
over by Lucretia Mott, who also 
addressed the assembly.



Women’s groups with banners 
and sculpture: Portrait Monument 
to Lucretia Mott, Elizabeth Cady 
Stanton and Susan B. Anthony, 
U.S. Capitol, Washington, D.C.



The U.S. Consulate General Hong 
Kong & Macau is proud to feature 
the work of artist Meneese Wall 
in our exhibit.

Wall’s artwork evokes nostalgic 
reminiscence of graphic art from 
bygone eras. Her current work 
focuses on American women’s 
contributions to society—from 
the past and the present. “When 
we look at our lives through the 
lens of the past,” says Wall, “the 
present is better informed, and 
the future insightfully mapped.” 
Her work draws attention to the 
pivotal roles women have played 
in shaping America’s current 

Meneese Wall

https://www.meneesewall.com/


society. “Artwork is a catalyst 
for reflection, conversation, and 
action.”

Both her visual and written 
works have been published in 
numerous magazines, books, 
and online journals, and are 
carried by bookstores and 
museum stores across the United 
States. Her 2020 award-winning 
book—We Demand The Right 
To Vote: The Journey to the 19th 
Amendment—is an illustrated, 
introductory overview of the 
American Women’s Suffrage 
Movement from 1848-1920.

Wall lives in Santa Fe, New 
Mexico with her husband and 
daughter. Her website is  
www.MeneeseWall.com.

https://www.meneesewall.com/


Liberty © Meneese Wall

https://www.meneesewall.com/womens-suffrage-18


Sojourner Truth © Meneese Wall

https://www.meneesewall.com/womens-suffrage-2


Ratification © Meneese Wall

https://www.meneesewall.com/womens-suffrage-15
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哈麗特·塔布曼

所有偉大夢想

切記：你內在蘊藏

可以追求遠大理想、

均始於夢想之人。

力量、

耐心、

和熱忱、

改變世界。
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Photograph. Retrieved from the Library of Congress, 
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Lucy Stone, head-and-shoulders portrait, facing right. 
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Printed Later] Photograph. Retrieved from the Library of 
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the Library of Congress, <www.loc.gov/item/
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Photograph. Retrieved from the Library of Congress, 
<www.loc.gov/item/mnwp000037/>.
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banners and sculpture: Portrait Monument to Lucretia 
Mott, Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Susan B. Anthony, 
U.S. Capitol, Washington, D.C. [Between 1921 and 1923] 
Photograph. Retrieved from the Library of Congress, 
<www.loc.gov/item/2016885651/>.
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Background image: Anthony, Susan B. Susan B. Anthony 
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Harriet Tubman Quote Page
Mayer, Henry, Artist. The awakening / Hy Mayer. New 
York: Published by Puck Publishing Corporation, 295-309 
Lafayette Street. Photograph. Retrieved from the Library 
of Congress, <www.loc.gov/item/98502844/>.
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